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THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE. 
THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. 



At conference held by the East Berlin HO-Kreisbetriebe ( district- HO concerns') 
° c ^ obe ? : ' 1952>at which the. achievements of private trade in Comparison i’ 
with state -run concerns and cooperatives were discussed, -source learned that of the . 
otal sale of --goods in East Germany In ■'the 'second quarter 1953 9 8- -her cent 

“ 4 90 - a -i o»p£Si“,. 

In late October 1953, 38 percent of the goods for the fourth quarter-were held 
available for private retailers. -It wajs believed that tile goods available would 
and SOl fi While 11 Was doubtei state-controlled retail shops 
wnunr^t,i C00 f ,ratlVe f , WMc3 ’ had their warehouse s full of non-selling -goods,. 

?} e 1,0 C0ln *~ te vith Private retailers -even during the- Christmas season, 
since Aqpt buyers preferred to shop in private stores. -It was said that private- 
^ yltlas v6re furthered in order to raise the selling efficiency 

t mCer ?f y t e prlvate retailers' competition and that this could 
be dropped later. It was also stated- that able members of staffs of state-controlled 

ZiT^ r f+ Ye \ ret f l 8h0pS preferred employment at private retail firms wSch 

ftddftion fea ^f and better PAVment with less political indoctrination., 
in -addition to permitting personal .initiative. 
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